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quarry, or, missing it, abandons the pursuit, having spent
all his energy on a single effort.

Other large wild animals are the bear and wild boar,
very generally the rhinoceros, chiefly in the woods at the
foot of the Eastern Himalayas, the bison, gayal (Bilos
frontalis) in the Ghats and North Assam hills; the
elephant, still met in large herds in Nepal, the hilly
districts of Eastern Bengal, the Nilgiris, and some other
parts; two species of the alligator, the harmless " sharp-
nosed," and dangerous " snub-nosed," frequenting not only
most of the large rivers, but many of the numerous tanks
scattered over the country. Deer and antelopes abound
in immense variety, while the ibex, ovis ammon, and fine-
fleece-bearing goat and sheep are numerous, especially in
the Western Himalayas.

As a rule, the domestic animals, like the cultivated
plants, are inferior to those of most other countries. The
sheep, oxen, camels, and especially the horses, are gener-
ally of indifferent stock, although some hardy breeds of
ponies occur in the Himalayas, and the camel of Bikanir
in Eajputana is noted for its great size, strength, and
swiftness. Large herds of oxen, camels, sheep, and goats
occur chiefly in the Panjab and Rajputana, but India is
on the whole more an agricultural than a grazing land.
Hence, although there are a vast number of wild tribes
in the more inaccessible hilly districts, there are, strictly
speaking, no pastoral nomads, except, perhaps, the Laclakhi
Champas and a few others of Mongoloid stock, who
according to the seasons migrate between the southern
and Tibetan slopes of the inner Himalayas in search of a
scanty pasturage for their flocks.